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Tribe aquaculture projects progress
October 14, 2004

By Ezra Blair

Next time you order oysters in Boston, New York, or
Washington, D.C., don't be surprised if they taste familiar:
they could be Tomahawk Oysters, born and raised in
Menemsha Pond.

The Wampanoag
Aquinnah Shellfish
Hatchery uses five

This spring, the Wampanoag Aquinnah Shellfish Hatchery
began shipping out its Tomahawk Oysters, which were
first spawned at the tribe’s new solar shellfish hatchery
acres on Menemsha . . .
Pond for raising two years ago, and were raised to maturity in Menemsha
oysters. Photos by Ezra  Pond.

Blair
At the same time, the tribe, with the help of a federal

P grant, is working to restore the pond’s once thriving bay
£ scallop fishery.

Rob Garrison, Wampanoag shellfish hatchery director,
said that so far the tribe’s commercial shellfishing venture
e _J is off to a strong start, and the scallop project is making
The tribe’s shellfish  headway. “The aquaculture projects we are working on
hatchery began are doing very well. We have been very busy,” he said.

selling its
Tomahawk Oysters  Mr. Garrison said the tribe is currently selling about 4,000
this spring. to 5,000 oysters a week. Next year he said he hopes to

sell a total of 1 million oysters. “As we are going along our
production is definitely expanding. We're still learning about the growth rates and
the stocking densities, and everything else, but things are moving pretty smoothly,”
he said.

Aside from local sales, the tribe is selling its oysters in New York, and just began
selling them in Boston and Washington, D.C. Even though all the oysters along the
east coast and the gulf coast are the same species, each one has its own unique
taste. So far, Tomahawk Oysters have received a warm welcome on and off the
Island. “All the oysters we have sent out, all the samples, have all been very well-
received everywhere we have sent them,” Mr. Garrison said.

The unique taste of an oyster is caused by its environment. “They are really
differentiated by the water quality in which they are grown. You can have two
oysters grown 500 yards away from each other that will taste differently because
of the water quality conditions between them,” said Mr. Garrison.

For example, he said Tomahawk Oysters are saltier than those grown in Katama
Bay because Menemsha Pond has a higher salinity. “It is very easy to tell the
difference between Edgartown oysters and those here in Menemsha. Both are
excellent, but they do taste different,” said Mr. Garrison.

The area in Menemsha Pond where the oysters are grown is a five-acre strip of
water off the western shore, just south of Red Beach. The tribe must receive a
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Mr. Garrison said he has no plans to expand the area any time soon. “It really
would not be my decision, but right now we have got our hands full with what we
have got. We will know for sure next year, but we should be able to handle 1
million oysters on our current site without a problem,” he said.

Mr. Garrison said that while the acres of floating oyster bags can be an eyesore,
he hopes people will see the benefits of the project as well. “In every aquaculture
project | have been in, the visual impact of it is always an issue. There are
certainly visual impacts that you can’t deny. But on the other side of that there are
benefits to the environment, one of which is actually removing nitrogen from the
water and improving the water quality,” he said.

Bret Stearns, tribal director of natural resources, agreed. He said there are many
benefits from the oyster project. “There are a lot of reasons for projects like this.
For one, it is creating local jobs with work that is inherent to this Island and its
tradition of shellfishing. All those oysters are also taking in nitrogen as they grow,
which helps improve the water quality in the pond,” he said.

Water quality is a constant concern for Mr. Stearns, who is spearheading the
project to restore Menemsha Pond’s once thriving scallop population. This
summer the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced the award of a $247,500
grant to the tribe for a three-year project designed to restore the pond’s bay
scallop fishery.

Mr. Stearns said a portion of that money has already gone to a comprehensive
study to map the bottom of the pond to locate viable scallop beds. He said other
aspects of the project include cutting back scallop predators, like green crabs, and
increasing the amount of eelgrass, where scallops thrive.

Mr. Stearns said the tribe’s aquaculture projects are helping to restore the pond to
the way it used to be when people used to make a living on its waters. “While on
one side we do take up five acres, we are giving a lot back to the community. We
are putting a lot of resources and technology into this. We have gone after federal
grants, and are working to improve the quality of a pond that everyone shares,”
said Mr. Stearns.

©The Martha's Vineyard Times 2004 - www.mvtimes.com

&, Printer-Friendly Format

http://www.mvtimes.com/News/weekly_news/oysters.html (2 of 3)10/14/2004 7:22:59 AM

Martha's
Vineyard
from New

Bedford

mvexprassferry.com

Year
Round
No Cape
Traffic

866-453-6800

A
Primter-Friendiy!
Laook down!

MANSION
HOUSE

iNM - HIEALTH CLLAD - SPA

mv@Eillcenilicates. com

The Al-TVineyard
Gift Certificate

Windemere

Long Term Care

Ry yailshie

o
o

V>

FAITHA'S WD



http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/libraries.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/museums_and_tours.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/obituaries.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/off_north_road.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/religious_services.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/Short_Subjects.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/town_meetings.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/visiting_vet.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/volunteer.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/weddings.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/aquinnah.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/chilmark.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/edgartown.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/oak_bluffs.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/Tisbury.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/west_tisbury.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Real_Estate_Directory/re.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/MoviePage/movies.htm
http://www.steamshipauthority.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/school_lunch.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/tidechart.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/55plus.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/hsview.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/art/intro.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/art.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/health_fitness.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Home_and_Garden/home_and_garden.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/Vineyard_Visitor/lodging.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/places_to_eat.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Vineyard_Visitor/shopping.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/professional_services.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/transportation.html
http://www.harbor-view.com/coach_house/
http://www.mvtimes.com/media_kit/display_ads.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/media_kit/subscriptions.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/about.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/print/printpage.asp?ref=http://www.mvtimes.com/News/weekly_news/oysters.html
http://www.mvexpressferry.com/
http://www.accurateexpressusa.com/
http://www.mvmansionhouse.com/
http://www.mvgiftcertificates.com/
http://www.windemeremv.org/
http://www.mvtimes.com/graphics/ac.gif

MVTimes Online - The Martha's Vineyard Times: Island News Now

Chicama

Google g
Martha's Vineyard
Established 1971

Google Search

Your port of entry to
Martha's Vineyard.

O search the web
® www.mvtimes.com

Copyright The Martha's Vineyard Times 2004
Box 518 - 30 Beach Road - Vineyard Haven, MA - 02568
508-693-6100 - FAX: 508-693-6000 - Classifieds: 508-693-6110
Privacy Policy - Copyright Notice

http://www.mvtimes.com/News/weekly_news/oysters.html (3 of 3)10/14/2004 7:22:59 AM


http://www.google.com/
http://www.chicamavineyards.com/
http://www.marthas-vineyard.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/graphics/ac.gif
http://www.theblackdog.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/fishing.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/privacy_policy.html
file:///Pro%201/Web_Transition/News/copyright.html

	mvtimes.com
	MVTimes Online - The Martha's Vineyard Times: Island News Now


	DOFAMACIKHJJFABNJKIHAEHDOPIFGHOL: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: www.mvtimes.com
	f5: www.mvtimes.com

	f2: Google Search
	f3: 




