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Aquinnah cuts rock shellfish group budget
July 1, 2004 

By Ezra Blair

In the wake of last week’s Aquinnah annual town meeting finale, the Martha’s 
Vineyard Shellfish Group faces a budget shortfall.

If Aquinnah voters do not approve a Proposition 2.5 override next month to 
restore money to several budget line items which were cut in the fiscal year 
2005 town budget, the Island shellfish group could lose nearly 10 percent of its 
funding.

“We’re looking at a pretty big part of our budget disappearing. If that money 
isn’t made available we will probably be able to make it through this season, 
but we’re going to have a real crisis next year,” Rick Karney, the shellfish 
group’s director, said this week.

Last week Aquinnah voters approved a balanced operating budget that 
includes chopping $20,000 out of the $23,575 shellfish group assessment. 

Aquinnah’s decision to cut the funding from the shellfish group was one of 
many decisions that town leaders made to close a $260,000 budget gap left 
when voters failed to approve a Prop 2.5 override earlier this month.

Town leaders said they plan to go back to the voters again with a Prop 2.5 
override request sometime in mid-July. The expectation is that some of the 
cuts needed to balance the budget, including those to the shellfish group, 
could then be restored.

Mr. Karney said the cuts come during an already difficult year. On top of losing 
money from Aquinnah, the shellfish group also lost a $25,000 grant for fiscal 
year 2005.

“We have been able to secure about $25,000 in state aid in the past, but that 
money was denied this year. Add that to the loss from Aquinnah and you’re 
talking about a big part of our budget,” he said.

Approximately 67 percent of the shellfish group’s budget comes from annual 
assessments to the six Island towns. For fiscal year 2005, the group’s budget 
is $208,410, with $141,450 of that being paid by the towns.

Mr. Karney said the shellfish group would meet soon to discuss how to move 
forward without Aquinnah’s participation. He said they would consider closing 
operations earlier this year and assessing the other five towns more money 
next year. 

The 2005 assessment represented a 2.4 percent increase over last year’s 
budget. Mr. Karney said that limiting the burden on the towns was a top 
concern.

“We have tried very hard to keep assessments within a 2.5 percent increase. 
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We have skyrocketing insurance prices and other costs, and just by holding 
our increase to 2.5 we are basically going into deficit. Now to lose an entire 
town we are certainly going to have a real problem,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mvtimes.com/News/weekly_news/shell.html (2 of 3)7/1/2004 10:19:22 AM

http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/music.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/obituaries.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/off_north_road.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/religious_services.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/Short_Subjects.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/theater.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/town_meetings.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/visiting_vet.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/volunteer.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/weddings.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/aquinnah.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/chilmark.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/edgartown.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/oak_bluffs.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/Tisbury.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/west_tisbury.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Real_Estate_Directory/re.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/MoviePage/movies.htm
http://www.steamshipauthority.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/Calendar/school_lunch.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/tidechart.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/55plus.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/hsview.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/art/intro.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/art.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/health_fitness.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Home_and_Garden/home_and_garden.htm
http://www.mvtimes.com/Vineyard_Visitor/lodging.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/places_to_eat.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Vineyard_Visitor/shopping.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/professional_services.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/transportation.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/Wedding_Planner/wed_plan.html
http://www.harbor-view.com/coach_house/
http://www.mvtimes.com/media_kit/display_ads.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/media_kit/subscriptions.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/about.htm
http://www.accurateexpressusa.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/food.html
http://www.reonmv.com/
http://www.mvmansionhouse.com/
http://www.mvgiftcertificates.com/
http://www.windemeremv.org/
http://www.mvtimes.com/graphics/ac.gif
http://www.chicamavineyards.com/
http://www.marthas-vineyard.com/


MVTimes Online - The Martha's Vineyard Times: Island News Now

 

 

 

  

 search the web 

 www.mvtimes.com

  

  

  

  

 

Copyright The Martha's VineyardTimes 2004
Box 518 - 30 Beach Road - Vineyard Haven, MA - 02568

508-693-6100 - FAX: 508-693-6000 - Classifieds: 508-693-6110
Privacy Policy - Copyright Notice 

http://www.mvtimes.com/News/weekly_news/shell.html (3 of 3)7/1/2004 10:19:22 AM

http://www.google.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/graphics/ac.gif
http://www.theblackdog.com/
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/fishing.html
http://www.mvtimes.com/News/privacy_policy.html
file:///Pro%201/Web_Transition/News/copyright.html

	mvtimes.com
	MVTimes Online - The Martha's Vineyard Times: Island News Now


	AFKHNAAHHJJDJHAIJKPDCANLHMEKKMIH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: www.mvtimes.com
	f5: www.mvtimes.com

	f2: Google Search
	f3: 




